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¡ Do not build a house that will be underwater 
in the next 50 years 

¡ Do not build a house that will be knocked 
down by a storm.

http://coastalcare.org/sections/inform/poor-coastal-
development/



Following the adoption of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development goals and the ‘Paris 
Agreement’ on climate change (UNFCC 2015) , 
the focus is now on implementation. Urban 
planning has been identified as a key strategy 
(United Nations 2015). 



Harsher fire weather in southern and eastern 
Australia, less frequent but more intense 
cyclones in the northern regions, and sea level 
is projected to continue to rise beyond 2100
(CSIRO & Bureau of Meteorology, p8)



¡ 85% of the population living within 50 kms of the 
coast

¡ Planning for future coastal urban growth 
remains a priority

¡ Science on climate change now certain so 
primary focus must remain on mitigation

¡ Significant consequences from global warming 
already locked in so preparing for environmental 
change 



¡ There are significant consequences from 
global warming already ‘locked in’ and the 
coastal community will need to prepare for 
environmental change. 

¡ Preparing our coastal urban settlements to 
be climate ready will require a change in how 
we plan and design our cities and regions. 



¡ NCCARF suite of information manuals and 
policy guidance briefs 

¡ ‘Planning instruments and approaches to 
enable adaptation to long-term climate risks’



Proposals for a new Coastal Management State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP)
(NSW Planning & Environment 2015) 





Mandurah City Council



¡ Climate sensitive urban design in coastal regions will 
be a key adaptation response in the future

¡ ‘Climate responsive (particularly passive solar design), 
site responsive (such as minimal ground disturbance 
through light footings), harmony with surrounding 
landscape (such as roofing -pitched for traditional 
look, skillion/curved/flat for contemporary and 
landscape responsive colours) and outdoor living 
(gardens, verandahs, decks and balconies)’ (Shire of 
Surf Coast p11).



“Planned retreat involves the design and 
construction of buildings that can be easily 
removed following the risk from coastal 
hazards reaching a certain “trigger point”. 

Trigger points are linked to events such as 
beach erosion reaching a critical point or tidal 
inundation reaching a property on a regular 
basis. (Eurobodalla Interim Coastal Hazard 
Adaptation Code 2015).



¡ Local Adaptation Pathways (federal)

¡ Queensland Government’s Climate Change 
(Coastal Hazards) Adaptation Program 
(CHAP)

¡ NSW Coastal Acquisition program 



Not all coastal planning and management is 
achieved through law and policy

¡ Peron Naturaliste Partnership

¡ South East Councils Climate Change Alliance 

¡ Dhimurru Sea Country Plan 





¡ Neighbourhood 
resilience plans being 
developed by New York 
City post Hurricane 
Sandy

¡ Strengthening 
communities 



¡ Scenario planning 

¡ Soft barriers rather than hard barriers

¡ Local/neighbourhood resilience plans 

¡ Backzoning to reduce future risks



1. Planning for coastal climate change to adapt 
local and regional circumstances

2. Planning instruments need to working in 
concert to achieve the best outcomes

3. Strengthening community capacity to adapt 
is an important long-term action


