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Speech by John Lane, Director Environment Policy (EHP) for  
the Hon. Dr Steven Miles MP 
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection, and Minister for National 
Parks and the Great Barrier Reef 
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• Good morning ladies and gentlemen. May I first express Minister Miles’ apology for not 

being able to be here. 
 
• I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we meet, and pay 

my respects to their elders—past, present and emerging. 
 
• I’d also like to acknowledge Mayor Barry Sammels from Rockingham in Western Australia, 

Chair of the Australian Coastal Councils Association; as well as elected representatives 
and officers of Australia’s coastal councils present today. 

 
• I’d like to acknowledge members of the Association’s Committee of Management; and 

members of the research community sharing their knowledge here today.  
 
• As most will know, Queensland and Northern New South Wales are dealing with the 

aftermath of ex-Cyclone Debbie. 
 

• It was heartbreaking to see the widespread devastation which Debbie wreaked on the 
Whitsunday region, and the terrible consequences of the subsequent flooding further 
south.  

 
• We witnessed flood waters destroying properties and turning roads into rivers in the Logan 

and Beaudesert, areas before flooding the Northern New South Wales towns of 
Murwillumbah and Lismore.     

 
• Most tragically, lives were lost.  

 
• Ultimately ex-Cyclone Debbie devastated families and destroyed businesses and 

communities stretching from Bowen in North Queensland to Lismore in New South Wales, 
more than 1000 kilometres south. 

 
• This is just one example of how extreme weather events do not discriminate where along 

the coast they will hit. They are not limited by state borders.  
 

• That is one reason why it is vital to take a coordinated national approach to coastal 
planning and mitigation. 

 
• In the spirit of state governments and local governments across Australia working 

together, Queensland believes it is vital to share information about experiences within our 
jurisdiction.  

 
• A number of cyclones have impacted the Queensland coastline over the past decade. 
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• With climate change, we expect to see an increase in the severity of wild weather events 

such as these, in Queensland, and indeed throughout the country. 
 

• The disasters up and down the coast over the last few years have cost the State of 
Queensland billions of dollars in lost productivity alone.  

 
• Individuals who’ve been affected have faced the heartbreaking work of rebuilding or fixing 

their homes, or even having to leave with limited resources to start afresh.  
 

• It’s up to all levels of government to help these people work to put their lives back together.  
 

• In the face of the increasing severity of natural hazards and future liability risks, many 
coastal councils have been working to understand the risks to their communities and 
assets, and to identify solutions.  

 
• However, undertaking this work is complex, requires specific expertise and is expensive—

beyond the financial reach of many councils.  
 

• The Queensland Government is committed to meeting these challenges through the $12 
million Queensland Coastal Hazard Adaptation Program, or QCoast 2100. 

 
• QCoast 2100 gives local governments the financial resources needed to prepare coastal 

communities for coastal hazards, including storm tide inundation, coastal erosion and 
rising sea levels resulting from climate change.    

 
• The program is funded by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection and is 

being delivered by the Local Government Association of Queensland. 
 

• Current projections for Queensland’s coastline by 2100 indicate a projected sea level rise 
of around 0.8 metres and a southward shift in tropical cyclone activity. 

 
• While there may be fewer cyclones, those that do occur are likely to be more intense by a 

factor of up to 10%.  
 

• The impacts associated with these changes include: accelerated coastal erosion; 
permanent inundation of low lying areas; and increased areas impacted by storm surge 
and king tides.  

 
• The QCoast 2100 program provides councils with the resources and tools they need to be 

hazard prepared and to enhance the community’s resilience.  
 
• The program also gives local councils access to advisors and experts made up of 

specialists in all of the relevant areas of coastal hazard adaptation planning  
 

• So councils can access to the latest science, methodologies and guidelines, and obtain 
expert reviews of projects.  
 

• The grant funding is available for the duration of the Program for eligible projects.  
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• Moreton Bay Regional Council, Gympie Shire Council and Douglas Shire Council are 

among the 16 councils that have been granted funds under the program. 
 

• The Queensland Government is also investing $3 million to develop the Queensland 
Climate Adaptation Strategy that will join the community, industry, local government, 
government departments and research institutions in identifying climate change risks and 
implementing solutions. 
 

• In addition, the Queensland Government is developing a Climate Transition Strategy to 
ensure our state can adjust to a low carbon future. 
 

• Another initiative that will assist in the management of the coastal environment and climate 
change is the new planning system for Queensland which will commence in July. 

 
• This includes ensuring consideration of the impacts of natural hazards, such as sea level 

rise, in state and local planning and development decisions.  
 

• The new planning system also assists in protecting our pristine coastline by reinstating 
land surrender arrangements under the Coastal Protection and Management Act.  
 

• The purpose of land surrender is to permanently prevent development within areas that 
are prone to erosion and allow, as far as possible, for beaches to fluctuate naturally 
without the need for constructing property protection works, which can be damaging to 
beaches and the natural sediment equilibrium. 
 

• The State Planning Policy aims to ensure that the coastal environment is protected and 
enhanced, while supporting opportunities for coastal-dependent development and compact 
urban form, and maintaining public access to state coastal land. 
 

• The State Planning Policy also ensures that the risks associated with natural hazards – 
including the projected impacts of climate change – are avoided or mitigated to protect 
people and property, and enhance the community’s resilience to natural hazards. 
 

• Protection of our coastal environment will help preserve one of Australia’s most treasured 
natural wonders, the Great Barrier Reef.  
 

• Of course the threats to the Great Barrier Reef are many and varied and include climate 
change, illegal fishing, poor water quality from land-based run-off, and impacts from 
coastal development. 
 

• One of the most manageable impacts is human-induced run-off of pollutants flowing to the 
reef. That is why the government is focussed on improving water quality by reducing 
nutrient and sediment run-off from Great Barrier Reef catchments.  
 

• We have proposed broadening and enhancing the existing reef protection regulations to 
eradicate the most polluting practices from land-based activities. 
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• Our proposals include setting minimum practice standards for commercial banana, 
horticulture and grain production; and improving the minimum practice standards that 
already apply for commercial sugarcane and grazing.  
 

• We are also considering strengthening water quality standards for existing regulated 
development. 
 

• This encompasses urban development, stormwater management and other intensive land 
uses, such as sewage treatment plants, intensive animal industries, mining, port 
development, roads, quarrying and landfills.  
 

• Consultation has closed on the discussion paper about the Reef regulations, and the 
feedback will help the government determine the costs and benefits of the different 
proposals. These will be detailed in a Regulatory Impact Statement which will be released 
for public consultation later this year. 
 

• The proposed changes form an important part of our effort to radically improve the quality 
of water flowing to the reef - to meet the government’s reef water quality targets, and 
community expectations for a clean and healthy reef.  
 

• Queensland has a beautiful coastline which more than half of all Queenslanders call 
home.  
 

• Our entire coastline, from the Gulf to the tip of Cape York to the Gold Coast is incredibly 
diverse from sandy beaches and protected estuaries to the Great Barrier Reef, our 
coastline contributes to our social, economic and environmental wellbeing.  

 
• The protection of the coastal environment will also continue to promote and facilitate 

diverse tourism opportunities.  
 

• We need to protect the natural processes, landforms, native vegetation and water which 
shape the coast and maintain environmental values.  
 

• Preserving Australia’s amazing coastline environment is important to preserving a large 
part of our way of life. 
 

ENDS 


