
2019 AUSTRALIAN COASTAL AWARDS 
NOMINATION FORM 

The Australian Coastal Awards ("Awards") are conducted by the Australian Coastal Councils 
Association Inc (ABN 75 137 814 307). 

Entry into the Awards constitutes acceptance of all terms and conditions. 

Tick the box at left to indicate that you have read and accept all the terms and 
conditions contained in this document. 

AWARD TYPE 

Tick an Awards category below – multiple entries are acceptable 

Planning and Management 

Community Engagement 

Climate Adaptation 

Innovation 

Annual Achievement 

1. DETAILS OF NOMINATOR:

Title* 

First name* 

Family name* 

Position* 

Organisation* 

Section Lead - Landscape Architecture

Matthew

Unwin

Mr.

Cardno



2.1 DETAILS OF ORGANISATION/S BEING NOMINATED: 

(*Compulsory field) 

OR

2.2 DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL/S BEING NOMINATED:

3. SUMMARY

(Keep your answer to no more than 250 words) 

Please see full detailed answers below.

Email* 

Tel* 

Mob* 

Project title* 

Organisation* 

Contact person* 

Contact person email* 

Mob* 

Title* 

First name* 

Family name* 

Position* 

Organisation* 

Email* 

Mob* 

matthew.unwin@cardno.com.au

08 6461 0741

+61 450 774 703

Koombana Foreshore

Cardno WA Pty Ltd and City of Bunbury

Matthew Unwin

matthew.unwin@cardno.com.au

+61 450 774 703



4. DESCRIPTION

Please see full detailed answers below. 

5. SIGNIFICANCE

Please see full detailed answers below.

6. SUPPORTING MATERIAL

Listing of file names supplied below.

The deadline for nominations is midnight AEDT Friday 1 February 2019 

Referees

James Shepherd, Manager Project Planning
P: 08 9792 7340
E: jshepherd@bunbury.wa.gov.au

Phillip Rowley, Project Manager
E: prowley@bunbury.wa.gov.au



AUSTRALIAN COASTAL AWARDS 2019

Category - Innovation
Project - Koombana Foreshore

1. SUMMARY (250words)

Cardno was thrilled to lead a multi-disciplimary team of consultants to redevelop the Koombana Foreshore in
Western Australia’s South West. Our personal and professional connection to Koombana Foreshore fuelled
our enthusiasm for this project and desire to deliver a state-of-the-art amenity.  Cardno, alongside the City of
Bunbury, are very proud to have turned this prime but underused waterfront area into a vibrant community and
tourism hub.
The Koombana Foreshore has ultimately become the pride of the local community. This seaside precinct would
also assist with the investment and the further economic development of its region. Koombana Foreshore and
the Dolphin Discovery Centre are south-west icons recognised as a “must-visit” destination for visitors to WA’s
south-west. With a new $12 million Dolphin Discovery Centre within this precinct, as well as major commercial
and residential developments immediately to the west, the refurbished Koombana Foreshore has become an
even great focal point.
To facilitate the development of a robust, sustainable foreshore design, our team integrated the expertise from
a range of allied disciplines, including coastal engineering, civil engineering, traffic engineering, transport
planning, architecture and public art consultants.
Cardno effectively founded a collaborative, holistic approach to Koombana Foreshore’s masterplan.
Developments in the area successfully delivered a unique space for the Bunbury community and aligned to
express the rich history of the bay and its culture in Western Australia’s South West.

Koombana Foreshore - Aerial View



2. DESCRIPTION
The Koombana Foreshore Redevelopment presents a long-range vision for previously underutilised space,
which showcase a range of community based opportunities with the capability to adapt to the changing
environment. The design reflects the quality of life shared by residents and tourists alike highlighting Bunbury’s
natural beauty whilst providing opportunity for commercial developments.
The design was generated from the Koombana Bay and Casuarina Drive Concept Master Plan circa 2015.
The key design objectives for the precinct were:

• Central amphitheatre
• Universally accessible waterfront promenade
• Diverse mix of social spaces
• Open piazza and turfed area
• Challenging adventure playground
• Central piazza space
• Pedestrian orientated linkages to activity nodes
• Refurbish Koombana Foreshore Footbridge.

Funding expanded on the Master Plan objectives establishing:

• Redevelopment of the parking area from the foreshore to locations adjacent to Koombana Drive.
• Traffic	calming	infrastructure	such	as	pavement	treatments	etc.
• Additional paths and landscaping, creating shaded space for families and providing direct linkage

and access to the beach and city centre
• A stage and piazza, providing amenity focussing on events, festivals and sporting activities.
• Children’s play area with equipment
• Coastal engineering to mitigate seasonal storm damage
• Recycling and repurpose of existing materials.

Awareness of cultural heritage and embracing innovative technologies has helped achieve a true ‘sense of 
place’ and community identification for the development. The site identifies: 

• Bespoke street lamps, beach shelters and performance stage.
• Local Aboriginal art throughout the kiosk.
• Cultural heritage interpretation throughout the space telling Dreamtime stories of Aboriginal life,

European settlement and commercial whaling.
• Retention of a portion railway line through landscaping.
• The refurbished Koombana Footbridge.

One of the project’s key features is 
the iconic refurbished Koombana 
Footbridge. This new development 
establishes a unique connection 
between the foreshore and Bunbury’s 
town centre and creates an 
opportunity for local residents and 
tourists to pause, reflect and admire 
the view.



3. SIGNIFICANCE
Previously the Koombana Foreshore was predominately a beach car park area with a small toddler focussed
playground, old beach kiosk and public convenience facility.  The foreshore has since been developed into a
dynamic Regional Open Space with the assignment of activity zones focussing on the environmental, economic
and social needs of the greater community.
The Koombana Foreshore Redevelopment has incorporated sustainable practices throughout the project and
the reuse of materials has been used where possible to minimise waste and reduce costs.
The original kiosk building was retained and refurbished rather than demolished and rebuilt.  The railway
sleepers that were removed were reused as nature play, bollards and for the base of the interpretive signage.
As much of the original footbridge as possible was retained and reused including the bridge piers and decking.
Solar panels have been installed on the roof of the 12 picnic shelters and is fed back into the grid to offset
the power consumption of the area.  LED lights have been used throughout including in the light poles and
recessed uplighting.
The bins are compactable with smart technology to that send signals when they require servicing. This
increases the capacity of the bins and is more efficient reducing operational costs as the rubbish is collected
when required as opposed to less efficient previous practices.
Extensive dune revegetation has been undertaken to protect the area, improve ongoing sand management
and beach stabilisation to reduce future maintenance costs. Beach access alignments have been designed to
minimise sand accretion on the foreshore and associated infrastructure.
The public and recreational amenities such as barbecues, showers and drink fountains, custom designed shade
structures with seating and a locally themed playground will continue to suit all ages and abilities and attract
locals for years to come.
A new road and car park layout caters for a high influx of people during public events and peak season outdoor
activities, with minimal impact to the coastal landscape.

Innovative thinking also has led to retaining walls and garden bed surrounds being used as opportunities 
for additional seating; whilst the enhanced lighting to specific areas of the precinct (stage/piazza, kiosk, 
playground and promenade) was designed to emphasise these areas and extend the activation period of the 
precinct well after dark.

4. SUPPORTING MATERIAL
Please find attached (in email) the following materials;
- Koombana Foreshore Footbridge (image)
- Koombana Playground (image)
- South West Times article 28.6.18

The	Climbing	towers	were	designed	specifically	for	the	playground	as	a	link	to	the	
importance that shipping played in the development of Bunbury and are both functional 

and have a striking visual impact.




